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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

[X] 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

^ 2. Relevance of the non-English language reference 29 is discussed in the present 
specification. 

[x] 3. References 1-13, 19-3 1 and 35 were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent 
application No. 10/255,617, filed September 27, 2002, which is relied upon for an earlier 
filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies of these references are not attached. 37 
CFR § 1.98(d). 

^ 4. The present application was filed or entered the U.S. National Stage of the PCT 
after June 30, 2003. In accordance with the June 11, 2003, Notice waiving the 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(2)(i), copies of any U.S. patents and patent 
application publications are not attached. 



, Rule 53(b) Continuation Application 

of U.S. Application No. 10/255,617 
Filed: September 27, 2002 

^ 5. English language abstracts of non-English language references 32-34 are 
attached. 



Respectfully submitted, 

James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

J. Adam Neff 
Registration No. 4 1 ,2 1 8 

JAO:JAN/cmf 



Date: January 16, 2004 

Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


CLASS 




1 


10/255,604 


09/27/02 


Sasaki et al. 








2 


10/255,606 


09/27/02 


Sasaki et al. 








3 


10/255,646 


09/27/02 


Sasaki et al. 








4 


10/255,618 


09/27/02 


Sasaki et al. 








5 


5,623,290 


04/1997 


Iida et al. 








6 


5,729,256 


03/1998 


Yamanaka et al. 








7 


2002/0047882 Al 


04/2002 


Karlinski et al. 








8 


4,604,633 


08/1986 


Kimura et al. 








9 


4,183,031 


01/1980 


Kyser et al. 








10 


4,777,497 


10/1988 


Nozu et al. 








11 


4,509,062 


04/1985 


Low et al. 








12 


6,142,617 


11/07/2000 


Barinaga et al. 








13 


6,609,461 


08/2003 


Horii et al. 








14 


4,342,042 


07/1982 


Cruz-Uribe et al. 








15 


5,473,350 


12/1995 


Mader et al. 








16 


5,896,151 


04/1999 


Miyazawa et al. 








17 


6,481,837 


11/2002 


Askren et al. 








18 


6,554,402 


04/2003 


Trafton et al. 






FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 




19 


JP-A-04344250 (and Abstract) 


11/1992 


Japan 








20 


JP-A-06 099588 (Trans & Abst) 


04/1994 


Japan 








21 


EP 0 834402 A2 


04/1998 


EPO 








22 


EP0 742 102 A2 


11/1996 


EPO 








23 


JP-A-10 202896 (Trans & Abst) 


04/1998 


Japan 








24 


EP 0 689 936 A2 


01/1996 


EPO 
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25 


JP-A-59-204564 (and Abstract) 


11/1984 


Japan 








26 


JP-A-2002-086753 (Trans & Abst) 


03/2002 


Japan 








27 


JP B2 3-60670 (and Abstract) 


09/1991 


Japan 








28 


JP A 3-505999 (and Abstract) 


12/1991 


Japan 








29 


JP B2 2768817 (and Abstract) 


04/1998 


Japan 








30 


JP-A-3- 184873 (and Abstract) 


08/1991 










31 


JP-A-3-2 13349 (and Abstract) 


09/1990 










32 


JP-A-59-192573 (and Abstract) 


08/1984 










33 


JP-A-6 1-054942 (and Abstract) 


03/1986 










34 


JP-A-59-204566 (and Abstract) 


11/1984 










35 


WO 90/08564 


08/1990 


WIPO 




















OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 
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Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
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